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Momentum Growing for City Recovery  
 
VICTORIA, BC – New data from August, September and October this year shows significant 

momentum supporting economic recovery in the city and the downtown.   

“We recognized that no other location can put our brand in front of a local, national and international 
audience like downtown Victoria,” said Ross Taylor, founder of Gabriel Ross Furniture, which recently 
purchased a building on Government Street, “Now is the time to invest in downtown as it goes through 
a revitalization that is setting it up for a prosperous future. With pent up demand for in person 
experiences, we're looking forward to joining so many other local businesses and becoming part of 
this vibrant community.” 
 
Increases in downtown pedestrian traffic are vital to the continued and sustained growth of our local 
businesses. The data released today shows increases in pedestrian traffic on Government Street and 
throughout the downtown.  
 
“What’s really striking to me is that despite the comparatively limited travel and fewer visitors, we are 

seeing strong growth in our recovery and the number of people coming into the downtown,” said 

Mayor Lisa Helps. “Our strong recovery is a joint effort of our businesses and residents who continue 

to see downtown as a great place to visit, shop and live.” 

The further increase in business licenses also shows the optimism of entrepreneurs in Victoria. The 
City will continue to focus on actions laid out in the Victoria 3.0 Economic Action Plan and supporting 
businesses through the Business Hub and innovative programs such as Build Back Victoria. This 
successful program which is being made permanent through the creation of a Patio Bylaw, allows 
businesses to expand into public space to better manage public health restrictions as we continue to 
navigate the challenges of the pandemic. 
 

“Growing our economy is key to ensuring we have strong, diversified and resilient communities now 

and in the years to come,” said Greater Victoria Chamber of Commerce CEO Bruce Williams. “The 

data shows more workers are back in downtown offices, the value of construction has increased 

considerably and more business licences have been issued this year. Those are all positive signs that 

our economy is recovering.”  

“August, September and October were very good months for the Greater Victoria visitor economy,” 

said Paul Nursey, CEO – Destination Greater Victoria. “I am very optimistic for the months ahead as 

well. Some businesses are taking longer to recover than others, but Destination Greater Victoria is 

bidding on and winning conferences, as well as preparing our marketing efforts for the spring. There is 

a lot to look forward to.” 
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The City will release data on these indicators quarterly over the next few years to track Victoria’s 

economic recovery. For more information on the economic recovery dashboard, visit 

victoria.ca/EconomicDevelopment.    

 ATTACHMENT: Aug-Oct 2021 Building Back Victoria By The Numbers   
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For More Information:                                                    

Bill Eisenhauer  

Head of Engagement, City of Victoria  

250.858.1061  |  beisenhauer@victoria.ca  
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